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INFORMATION
Garda Review was established in 1923, a year after 
the Force originated. It is now the longest established 
magazine in Ireland. Those with the vision at the 
time to create a magazine for the new Force were 
preparing the way for a modern society that does not 
always accurately represent the views of the gardaí: 
especially those on the frontline. 

But Garda Review is much more than just a magazine; 
it is an institution that is at the very heart of policing in Ireland. 
For each subscriber there are many additional readers - family 
members, friends and colleagues. It is commonplace to find the 
current and recent editions in each garda station.

Limited Advertising
Garda Review has a limited number of advertising pages 
available in each issue - giving a focused message and 
improved design. The magazine contains concentrated editorial 
and appropriate advertising content in a full colour, fully 
illustrated format. 

Who advertises in Garda Review?
Garda Review’s commercial supporters and sponsors are 
affiliated companies, with some businesses who want to target 
their products and services specifically at gardaí. Advertising 
support and member subscriptions are vital to the survival of 
the magazine, that is not run for profit, but to provide a forum 
for ideas; Garda Review provides an independent voice for 
members to present their side of any story. Garda Review has 
become the voice of the membership - both individually and 
collectively. 

A unique voice with national presence
Garda Review is used as an internal communal device as well as 
carrying a message to the wider audience including politicians, 
national media and the general public. You will often hear of us 
in the national and local news.

The national and regional media throughout Ireland regularly 
feature excerpt from the magazine including direct quotes in 
Dail Eireann and the Seanad. All serving and retired members of 
An Garda Siochána can subscribe to the magazine and have 
it mailed directly to their home address - where family members 
are avid readers.
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SPECIAL ISSUE:
THE ROYAL VISIT, May 2011

Garden of Remembrance to a visit to 

Croke Park and the Irish War Memorial 

Garden the following day. Her speech 

at Dublin Castle was followed by a 

visit to the National Stud in Kildare, 

then back to Dublin before a tour of 

St Patrick’s Rock in Cashel, the English 

Market in Cork and finally a visit to 

the Tyndall Institute for a glimpse of 

Ireland’s technological future. With 

such an itinerary of visits and road 

travel a security risk assessment 

was created of a level previously not 

encountered by the Force.

In the preceding weeks the public 

face of the impending operation 

began with manhole covers being 

first searched then sealed and 

secured, in many instances welded 

shut. Litter bins were removed, street 

furniture and signs searched. Patrols 

were stepped up; the Garda Dog 

Unit moved into the featured venues 

and routes with explosives dogs. 

Many of the search teams called 

upon the specialists from National 

Support Services including the divers 

of the Garda Water Unit to search the 

sewers and drainage systems. The 

Garda Mounted Unit were deployed 

at various locations throughout the 

visit and the Garda Air Support Unit 

was in constant attendance providing 

a video downlink to each of the four 

control centres.

The operation was overseen 

by the Garda Commissioner and 

Deputy Commissioner (Operations) 

with four regional commanders in 

charge of each phase where the 

principal was in attendance; Assistant 

Commissioners Michael Feehan 

(DMR), Kevin Ludlow (South Eastern), 

Dermot Jennings (Eastern) and Willie 

Keane (Southern).

Chief Superintendent Patrick 

Leahy (DMR North Central) briefed 

members in the O2 arena on the 

morning of the Queen’s arrival, where 

a record number of members were 

served breakfast and paraded for 

the day’s duties in the DMR North 

Central Division that would include 

the Queen’s visit to the Garden of 

Remembrance. He said, “There are 

over 2,000 people here, making this 

the biggest briefing for policing in the 

history of the State.

“This is the most extraordinary 

event in Irish history, you can be 

TOP AND ABOVE: Holding the line on Dorset 
Street, Dublin PHOTOS: ERIC LUKE/THE IRISH TIMES  

BELOW: Breakfast parade in the O2 Arena
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“
This is the most extraordinary event in Irish 
history. You can be 100% sure you will not 
do it again in your lifetime. You are making 
history today. It is a defining moment...” 

Members respond 
to an escalating 
demonstration in DMR 
North Central 
PHOTO BY GARDA PHOTOGRAPHIC 
SECTION
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Six years ago there were no 
visible lesbian, gay, bisexual 
or transgender gardaí. It is 
a triumph for G-Force that 
LGBT members are now 
receiving open support, 
writes Neil Ward
PHOTO BY D/GARDA MAIREAD CROWLEY

High  
Visibility
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T
he slaying of Detective Garda Adrian 
Donohoe has created a curious 
mix of reaction from politicians, 
the media and the general public. 

On the one hand, some have opined that his 
killing had nothing to do with 
a demoralised and depleted 
force - this was a once off 
incident that would have 
occurred no matter what the 
circumstances of An Garda 
Síochána. Still others have 
attempted to make some 
causal connection between 
this horrific killing and lack of 
resources for gardaí in border 
areas. More gardaí on the 
ground and greater access to 
firearms would prevent situations like this from 
occurring, it has been said.

It may seem distasteful to use the tragedy of 
Garda Donohoe’s death to beat the government 
over cuts upon cuts that are heaped upon the 
Force. Perhaps however we need now to reflect on 
how a decimated police force copes with the killing 

of one of their members and the 
context in which both arise. 

Much has been made of 
station closures by the opposition 
parties and others. Yet the 
government retorts that these 
stations were built in a different 
time for a different set of needs. 
We accept that there may be 
some truth in this. There may be 
some economic logic to closing 
stations that are only operating 
a few hours a day. One might 

even go so far as to say that modern policing is 
genuinely best served by the creation of “centres 

POLICE MATTERS

The killing of 
Detective Garda 
Adrian Donohoe 
must now operate as 
the final wake up call 
to a government hell 
bent on destroying 
one of Europe’s most 
respected police forces 
argues John O’Keeffe

Thus far 
must thou go

Filming gardaí 
on mobile phones 
is the new 
occupational 
hazard, writes 
John O’Keeffe,  
and has a 
negative impact 
on policing

12 garda review | September  2012

TECHNOLOGY

Both incidents are now typical ones for 
gardaí on patrol or on the beat up and 
down the country. Everyone has a mobile 
phone and everyone knows their rights to 
record every incident - pitiful few however 
appear to understand their obligations. 

The law remains on the side of those 
choosing to film such events as we 
all enjoy the freedom to observe the 
movements of others, provided we do 
not cause alarm or distress to another 
person. Therefore, unless a person is 
interfering with a garda’s duty in some 
way or are trespassing, or on property 
where they do not have a right to be, their 
activities are legal and the Garda can do 
nothing about it. Result? Drunken public 
order louts 1, gardaí 0.

A drunken man films 
gardaí making an arrest 
and then threatens to 
upload the clip on to 
YouTube. In another 
instance, two gardaí 

had been trying to arrest a woman for public 
order offences, were then approached by a 
man who started filming the incident with 
his mobile phone. The court was told that 
the man had shouted to the large crowd that 
had gathered that he was going to put the 
clip up on YouTube the following morning. 
It was reported that when the gardaí asked 
the drunken man to desist from filming he 
shouted obscenities at them. It was agreed in 
court that his behaviour was likely to cause a 
further breach of the peace.

In another incident, a man who pleaded 
guilty to a range of public order offences 
began to film gardaí on his mobile phone 
as they attempted to affect a lawful arrest. 
Apparently he then became ‘confused’ when 
the gardaí told him to go home - though not 
so confused that he didn’t begin to film the 
gardaí attempting to carry out their lawful 
duty. Judge Mary Fahy described as ‘sinister’ 
the act of filming gardaí while they were 
carrying out such duties.

JOHN
O’KEEFFE

Police, action, camera!
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Detective Garda Adrian Donohoe RIP
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of excellence” or “super stations,” as opposed to 
barely-manned policing outposts. 

This is to miss one very important point 
however. A symbiotic relationship exists between 
the Irish people and their police force. This 
relationship is exemplified by the rural stations 
that Minister Shatter seems so happy to close. 
Detective Garda Donohoe was a symbol of all that 
is good in local stations and local communities 
and was at the heart of his community, which he 
served with such bravery. It may be true that if a 
station is not manned in the evening it hardly has 
any function should you have the misfortune to 
confront a burglar. However this is not the point. 

The rural garda station gives both gardaí and 
local people a sense of parish and community. 
It makes them feel safe and sleep easier 
in their beds. It is wholly irrelevant that this 
comfort blanket may be only just that – it is a 
representation of all that is good in Irish policing 

and why the vast majority of our gardaí still 
to this day remain unarmed – because they 
have the community’s trust and loyalty. The 
community cannot offer the same trust and 
loyalty to a super station 20 miles away – it’s 
simply not in the rural Irish DNA.

And when the government is not pulling 
stations away from under gardaí they are at much 
more. The Department of Justice is seeking to 
reduce the payroll bill by €60m over the next 
three years which 
will include cuts in 
overtime, premium 
payments and 
weekend and holiday 
payments, including 
making Good Friday a 
standard working day. 
Gardaí will also then 
be asked to work an 
extra hour a day. 

The government 
has already taken 25% 
cuts and now wants a 
further 7% cut. This will 
quite literally end the 
careers of some gardaí 
– it simply won’t be 
worth their while getting 
up in the morning. Is 
this now the type of 
Force for which Adrian Donohoe gave his life? Is 
this the legacy of those whom would lay down 
their lives so that we may have better ones?

And the malaise goes deeper. A Garda Síochána 
Ombudsman Commission has been created to deal 
with complaints from the public against miscreant 
gardaí. In this regard it serves an essential purpose. 
However, in the rush to ensure that the public has 
their rights defended, we have ignored the rights 
of exemplary gardaí who are routinely vilified by 
a system that only ever sees the protected – not 
the protector. It is not unreasonable to suggest 
that the gardaí should expect an equally high 
service from the Garda Ombudsman’s office, as 
is offered to the public. Yet how many fines or 
prison sentences were handed down to the 17% 
where public “complaints” against gardaí were 
considered vexatious? 

Everyone deserves fair treatment  - and that 
includes gardaí. Adrian Donohoe could have 
been one of those gardaí for whom a nonsense 
complaint might have been lodged at any time 
during his career because some one may have had 
an inexplicable grudge. Yet Adrian Donohoe paid 
the ultimate sacrifice, as would any garda if called 
to so do. Still, we treat the Force as if they were in 
some way uniformed criminals. In what way does 
this behaviour serve Adrian Donohoe’s memory?

And of course it is not just the Ombudsman’s 
office that can ride roughshod over the rights 

of gardaí. The current “in-house” disciplinary 
processes are grossly unfair to gardaí with no 
true independent appeals process thus leaving 
good gardaí at the mercy of insidious bullying by 
any superior.

Nor will Adrian Donohoe’s killers even serve 
the time they deserve for what the statute book 
regards as the most serious crime that can be 
committed in the state – the killing of a police 
officer. Forty years may lie on the statute books 

but so does a host of 
carve outs to ensure 
that the savages who 
did this will not even 
serve the full sentence 
that our courts will 
purport to hand down.  
Should his killers 
be found guilty of 
manslaughter - we can 
take another ten years 
off.  Even when we 
have a defined period 
by which a court is 
obliged to sentence 
cop killers, we can still 
assume that the killer 
will serve considerably 
less than was handed 
down. How does 
this also in any way 

respect what Adrian Donohoe sacrificed for his 
community?

The killing of such a fine police officer must 
be a watershed for policing in Ireland. It has 
come at a time when the one heretofore 
constant in the State is being torn apart by 
a government whom not only have a poor 
understanding of figures but a Spartan 
knowledge of justice. 

Justice is about treating both the public and 
the police equally. It is about providing and 
maintaining the links that keep this country 
safe. We need rural stations to hold our social 
and civic fabric together. We need fresh 
recruitment if we are to have a police force 
that continues its long and noble tradition. We 
need respect for gardaí from the government 
in the form of fair pay, for a fair day’s work. 
We need laws that recognize the work they do 
is worth more than a revolving door system 
where offenders give two fingers to those who 
would dare to cry halt.

Most of all we need to honour the sacrifice 
that Detective Garda Adrian Donohoe made for 
us all. If they cannot do it for us, they must now 
at least do it for him.  n
John O’Keeffe is a Director of the Institute of 
Criminology & Policing Studies, City Colleges 
and Adjunct Professor, School of Psychology, 
Trinity College, Dublin. 

“The killing of 
such a fine police 

officer must be
a watershed 

for policing in 
Ireland...”
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95 
YEARS Garda Review is the longest established 

magazine in Ireland, established in 1923

Garda Review is the only official magazine 
of the Garda Representative Association

60% of members are 
between 24-42 years of age

Gender split 
Male 76%   Female 24%
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OFFICIAL

CIRCULATION

• 12 issues annually

• 32ppA4 + Covers

• 20,000 Readers. 

• 30,000 Estimated 
Readership.

• 500 Journalists,politicians 
& government officials

 and colleges.

facts
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PRINT WEB & DIGITAL

Contact us for latest offers 
We can offer special rates when multiple 
ads are pre-booked, as well as seasonal 
offers. Contact us or the best available 
offers today!

We will design your advert
No artwork for your advert? 
No problem - all our prices include a 
custom design service for both print 
and web media. 

Outside back cover €1600 
210mm W x 297mm H +3mm bleed

Inside front cover €1600
210mm W x 297mm H +3mm bleed

Inside back cover €1600
SPECIAL OFFER: €1200
210mm W x 297mm H +3mm bleed

Right hand inside page €1400
SPECIAL OFFER: €1100
210mm W x 297mm H +3mm bleed

1/2 inside page horizontal €800
SPECIAL OFFER: €650
210mm W x 148mm H +3mm bleed

1/2 inside page vertical €800
SPECIAL OFFER: €650
105mm W x 297mm H +3mm bleed

Full RHS Page Sponsored Competition
To provide a prize worth €500 to receive a
full A4 RHS exposure FOC. Only 10 
available per year, so early commitment 
is advised.

All prices exclusive of VAT @ 23% 

Ad  Position  Dimensions   Rate

Top Banner  700 x 90 pixels   1 month €250

Side Banner  330 x 250 pixels  1 month €175

Sponsored 
Facebook comp
Cross promoted on Twitter
prize to value of €250+   €225

All prices exclusive of VAT @ 23%  
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To be in with a chance to win this prize 

simply answer the following question:

How many layers of protection does 

the OtterBox Defender Series offer? 

A. 2

B.  3

C. 1

D. None

Win your own OtterBox! 

OtterBox is offering an exclusive Essential 

Protection Pack worth over €250 to 5 lucky 

winners! Each pack includes an OtterBox 

Drybox, an OtterBox iPad Defender Series 

case and an OtterBox Utility latch for using 

your iPad on the go! Each winner will also 

receive an OtterBox Commuter Series® AND 

Defender Series® case in their choice of 

colour for the iPhone 5® and the Galaxy S III!

 

Win 
1 of 5 Essential Protection 

Packs from OtterBox 

worth over €250

GARDA REVIEWREADEROFFER

OtterBox: 

Essential protection

Famous for innovation and quality, OtterBox™ 

manufacture premium protective cases for 

smartphones and tablets. With four varying levels 

of  protection, OtterBox has a case to suit every 

lifestyle from rugged and durable to sleek and 

stylish. The OtterBox Defender Series® case 

offers optimum protection for those who work in 

fast paced environments and can’t afford to lose 

connectivity.  With triple layer protection, the 

Defender Series will keep your device safe from 

destruction, saving you time and money!

OtterBox 3rd Floor, 2 Georges Quay, Cork

www.otterbox.ie

Be an OtterBox fan on Facebook: www.facebook.com/OtterBox 

Follow OtterBox on Twitter: /www.twitter.com/OtterBox 

ENTER Send your answer, along with your name, address 

and contact phone number to: OtterBox Dec 2012 Comp, 

Garda Review, Floor 5, Phibsboro Tower, Dublin 7 or email 

competition@geniecom.ie. Closing date for entries is Friday, 

25th January 2013. Full list of Terms & Conditions on 

www.gardareview.ie or contact 01 8303533 to have T&C posted to you.

 OtterBox Drybox 2000

RRP €17.95

 Black iPad Defender 

Series® compatible with 

iPad 2,3 & 4 

RRP €89.95

 OtterBox utility 

latch for iPad

RRP €49.95

 iPhone 4S/iPhone 5 or Galaxy 

S III Commuter Series® in a choice 

of colours RRP €34.95

 iPhone 4S/iPhone5 or Galaxy 

S III Defender Series® in a 

choice of colours  RRP €49.95
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ENTER Send your answer, along with your name, address and contact phone number to: 

Armada Summer 2014 Comp, Garda Review, Floor 5, Phibsboro Tower, Dublin 7 or 

email competition@geniecom.ie. Closing date for entries is Friday, 19th September 2014. 

Full list of Terms & Conditions on www.gardareview.ie or contact 01 8303533 to have T&C posted to you.

To be in with a chance to win this prize 
simply answer the following question:The Armada Hotel is a great base to 

explore which of the following?
A. The Wild Atlantic WayB. Temple BarC. Giant’s CausewayD. The Spanish Steps

Prize: Two nights bed and breakfast 

in luxury accommodation in Ocean View room,

dinner on one evening in the Pearl Restaurant,

admission to the Cliffs of Moher Visitor 
Centre, homemade breads from the Armada 

Pantry on departure

Win A getaway break to the West Coast of Clare:Two nights bed and breakfast in luxury 
accommodation in Ocean View room, 
including dinner and more!

GARDA 

REVIEW
READER

OFFER

This offer includes breakfast is only available to members of An Garda Síochána and is available midweek from September 2014 to March 2015. 

Quote offer number GA5444 when booking.  Offer subject to availability

Armada Hotel, Spanish Point, Co. Clare T: 065 7079000   www.armadahotel.com email: reservations@armadahotel.com

EXCLUSIVE GARDA OFFER

€29.99 per person sharing per night in the Armada Hotel

Bed and full Irish breakfast just €29.99 per person sharing per night

Armada Hotel on the West Coast of Clare• Great base to explore the Wild Atlantic Way 
and the new Cliffs of  Moher Coastal Walk.  
Nearby activities include surfing, kayaking, 
Golfing, Fishing, Cycling, Walking• 

• Ideal for day trips to Cliffs of  Moher, the 
Burren and Loop Head Drive

 • Within short driving distance of  Doonbeg,
 Kilrush & Lahinch golf  courses
 • Great days out to include Bunratty Castle and the Cliffs of  Moher

 • Ideal base for ferry trips to the Aran Islands

Spanish Point, Co. ClareT: 065 7079000www.armadahotel.com
email: reservations@armadahotel.com

WINNERMAYPRIZE: 2 nights B&B at the Armada Hotel in luxury accommodation in Ocean View room, including dinner, tickets to Cliffs of Moher & parting gift from the Armada Hotel! Gerard HoganNenagh, Co. Tipperary 
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ENTER Send your answer, along with your name, address and contact phone number to: Magnum 

Nov 2012 Comp, Garda Review, Floor 5, Phibsboro Tower, Dublin 7 or email competition@geniecom.

ie. Closing date for entries is Friday 14th December 2012. Full list of Terms & Conditions on www.gardareview.ie or 

contact 01 8303533 to have T&C posted to you.

To be in with a chance to win this prize 

simply answer the following question:

MAGNUM provides high-

performance products for 

which services?
A. Law Enforcement

B   Military
C.  Emergency 

ServicesD.  All of the 
above

Prize: There are 10 pairs of

MAGNUM boots up for grabs: 

5 pairs of Cobra 8.0 WP Boots and

5 pairs of Cobra 8.0 SZ WP Boots

Win 
One of  10 pairs of  

MAGNUM boots worth 

€114 with Ramblers Way!

G
ARD

A 

REVIEW

READ
ER

O
FFER

EXCLUSIVE GARDA OFFER

10% discount on all Magnum products purchased in 

store by quoting  ‘Garda Review Magazine Offer’

WINNERSEPT
Brian Batt of Mogeely

Co. Cork has won a luxury 

break at Sheraton Athlone Hotel 

consisting of 2 nights Bed & 

Breakfast and 1 evening

meal PLUS a spa treatment 

and a Viking River Cruise 

for 2 people

MAGNUM BOOTS FROM RAMBLERS WAY

Since 1982, MAGNUM has provided high-performance 

product, unmatched in comfort, technology and value, and 

used by law enforcement, the military, and emergency services 

around the world. MAGNUM’s largest retailer in Ireland, 

Ramblers Way, is situated in the heart of  Dublin city and 

supplies quality outdoor clothing and equipment.

Cobra 8.0 WP

Cobra 8.0 SZ WP
COBRA 8.0 WP

• WATERPROOF MAGNASHIELD LEATHER/900 DENIER NYLON UPPER

• AGGRESSIVE, HIGH TRACTION, SLIP RESISTANT OUTSOLE

• MOISTURE-WICKING LINING

• SCANNER SAFE - DURABLE NON-METALLIC COMPOSITE HARDWARE

• ABRASION-RESISTANT HEEL KICK PANEL

• COMPOSITE SHANK FOR LIGHTWEIGHT SUPPORT

• BLUCHER LACING SYSTEM

• CONTOURED MOULDED EVA FOOTBED

• EN 20347 OB E FO SRA

SIZES: UK 6 – 14
SRP €114

COBRA 8.0 SZ WP

THE COBRA 8.0 SZ WP HAS THE SAME FEATURES AS THE COBRA 8.0 WP 

BUT WITH THE ADDED BENEFIT OF A YKK CIRCULAR SIDE ZIP FOR

QUICK DONNING/DOFFING

SIZES: UK 4 – 14
SRP €120

Visit Ramblers Way now at 57/58 Mary Street, Dublin 1

T: (01) 872 6959 www.ramblersway.ie

Offer ends 31st January 2013
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